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thankſgiving Sermon. 


Pſalm CXLIV. 1 5. 


Happy are the People who are in juch a caſe : 
; ty , bleſſed are the People who have the 
LORD for their God. 


XK T Hen the ancient Dictators , or ſucceeding 

| Y 'Y Emperors of Rome, triumphed for the happy 

* ending of an Honourable War , their Cuſtom was, 

| togo up to the Capires, and there offer to Fupiter the 

| Lawrels they were crowncd with; fo did the Curij, _ 
' and Pabricij of old(a); fodid Nerva conſecrate his, —_ 
' gotin Pannonia, that very day on which he received 75}. 
* them(b). Yea, Swetonius remarks , That Domitian Ys: i* 


| himſelf had ſo much Piety, to depofite his Triumphant — 
| Wreath, ſent from Sarmatia, in that ſame Sacred Place; <5. 1 
| (c) To ſhew, Thar even Pagans believed Vifory and 
Peace the Gifts of Heaven, and that the Praiſes 
returned for them were due to the Gods which 


they adored. 


B 2 And 


A 4 
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" Andif this were. the Opinion and Praf&tice of the 
Gentile World, it can beno wonder that our valiant 
and religious Prince, upon the like ſucceſs, ſhould 
oblige us this Day to joyn . with . him 1n giving 
ſolemn Thanks to the only true God: By hs Dire- 
ction, we often addrefſed to himwith Faſting amid 
Prayers, which having efftc&tually prevailed ; 1o that 
a wide ſpreading and long-raging War, is happily 
finiſhed by an univerſal and amicable Peace. Now 
tis juſt our Praiſes ſhould be preſented to the ſame 
God,who hath graciouſly anſwered our Requeſts. 

In which Duty I can give no better DireCtions 
than may ariſe from our contidering David's joyful 
Anthem, endited by che Spirit of God, and ſet by 
that devour King for the Sacred Choir; (not upon 
his conquering Goliah, as the LXX Entitle-it, but) 
on the occation of his Peaceful Settlement upon 
that Throne, to which tho' God deſigned and 
brought him, yet he had now poſſeſſed it for Seven 
years unquietly (d), being engaged in a War with 

Saul's Party : But at laſt having either by Arms or 
Treaty brought all his Focs to ſubmit to and own 
his Authority, he Compoſed this Pſalm, not to extol 
his Perſonal Courage; but to bleſs the Lord his ftrength, 
who taught his hands to war, and his fingers to fight, 
wer, 1. tor he freely confeſles his Unworthineſs, ver Þ 
3,4: and aſcribes all the Succeſs to the Mighty things Þ 
God had done for him, ver. 5, 6. Yet —_— {till Þ 

| one 


A Thanksgiving S$ ermon. 

ſomelatent Enemies, he prays to be delivered from 
their :evil Words: and Deeds, .zer.. 7, 8. But withal 
remembring ; how. conſtantly and graciouſly the 
LORD had prevented all cheir De{gns, ver. 9, 10. 


He renews his Petition for the Divine Protection, to 


ſecure-him againſt ſuch Foes, as neither his Clemency 
nor -Szcceſs could engage, ver. 11. Which ſuppoſing 
to be. granted, He makes a lively deſcription of the 
many Advantages, His ſafety and the continuance 
of -the preſent Peace, would ' procure for all his 
People, wiz. The increaſe of Families, filling of their 


' Garners, multiplying of their Stock, and perfed freedom 


from Enemies abroad and Complaints at home , ver. 1 2, 
13,14. And upon the whole he pronounces in my 
Text, that ſuch as enjoy all theſe Temporal effects 
of Peace arc really happy ; for (faith he) Happy are 
the People who are in ſuch a caſe. But then raiſing his 
.Thoughts to conſider, that His eſtabliſhment to be 
their King, would alſo fix the Profeſſion of the True 
Religion, and conſequently engage God to be on 
their ſide , He prefers that Bleſſing above all the for- 
mer, and ſays, 7ea, bleſſed are the People who have the 
LORD for their God. 
Which Words lead me to conſider; Firſt, The 
meaner kind of thoſe Effects, which our preſent full 
blown Hopes expect from this happy Turn of our 
Afﬀairs, viz.That Peace will procure all ſorts of Tem- 


poral Plenty and Proſperity. Secondly, The ſurer and 
ſubl:mer 
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(ce) Pſalm 
LXXVIII. 


(«) Ruth 
IV.2, 


A Thankigiving Sermon. 


{ublimer'Spiritual effects which fach a JunCture is 
likely to produce; viz.Anaflurance of God's Favour, 


and of our undiſturbed continuing to profeſs his 
own and only True Religion; Happy are thePeople toc. 
Firſt, The Temporal good things which follow 
Peace and make any People extreamly happy,are only 
deſcribed in my Text by theſe general Words, Iz ſuch 
4 caſe : But they refer to the three preceding Verſes, 
where they are all ſo Logically comprehended and 
ſer.ourt fo Rhetorically, that a-fair and jult Commen- 
eary. is all that needs to confirm or tuſtrate the 
Propoſition. The Sum is, That our happy Circum:- 
ſtances by this' Peace will add ro the Number of our 
People, improve the Fortunes of all ſorts of Men, 
and freeus from the foreign and domeſtick Miſchiets 
whichwe ſuffered in time of War. But to be more 

particular ; Cn 
Ver.12. That our Sons maybe as Plants grown wp in 
their Touth , that our Daughters may be as Corner Stones, 
poliſh'd after the ſemilitude.of aPalace.The young;,Men 
are called.zhe Power,and the Virgins the Beauty of our 
Land(e).Now in War our Sons are ſlain with the Sword, 
and cat down like untimely Plants; and conſequently 
our Daughters are not given in Marriage. The Women, 
who are ſaid, to build their Husbands Houſes, when 
joyned in holy Matrimony (t ), and naght increaſe Fa- 
milies, are carele{ly thrown by inTimes of-War,to the 
great decreaſe of the ſucceeding Generation. _ IN 
eace, 


n 
"= 


A Thankggiving Sermon. 
Peace, theſe Sos of ours ſhall grow up. ſpeedily and 
without diſturbance , like young Plants in 2 fruitful 
and well fenced Garden. And the Virgins being pro- 


po placed in ſeveral Families, ſhall look like the po- - 


thed Corners. of. the Temple, - i. e. be the Orna» 


 mentand Support of mary flouriſhing Hquſes. Or 


without a Figure, Mankind ſhall encreaſe, .and the 
King ſball have honour by the multitude of his people (g 
which will make him formidable abroad ; and. pri- 
vate. perſons ſhall have abundant joy, . 1n_ the 
ſpreading of their numerous: Iflue, of which none 
ſhall be caſt by as uſeleſs, none to be cut oft but ac 
Natures poriod, and inher order too, the Children 
dropping pious Tears -0n their Parents Hearſe, nor 
(as in war.) Parents ſurviving che doleful news of 
their Childrens untimely end. | 

Ver. 13. That our Garners may be full, affording 
allzwauner of flore, that -our Sheep may bring forth thous 
fands.and ten thouſands in our ſtreets. That our Oxen 
way be ſtrong to labour, &c.] This is our Royal In- 
ſpired Poets elegant deſcription of Plenty of all 


(8) Prov. 


XLV. 28, 


kinds ( or as the Hebrew here has it from kind to jor 
kind) the ſenſe of which 1s; That whercas in War #: fee- 


the laborious Husbandman is diſcouraged from 
plowing and ſowing Corn, as well as from breeding 
and feeding Sheep and Oxen, leſt the plundring Soul- 
diersſhould make Forage of his Crop,and driveaway 
tas 'Cattle ; the indu{trious Merchant dares not buy 
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 A*Thankegioing Sermon. 
into his Store-houſes,nor export what he-has bought; 
leſt his Principal Stock'and Gains, bottyfall into; Pi- 
rates hands; and thus the Granaries in the Country, 
as well as the Warehouſes in the City are empty,and 
the Paſtures and Arable he waſte. :Now:the Coun- 


crymen may/ſow quietly, and reap abundance; their | 
FHocks and' Herds will exceedingly :encreafe:: The 
. Citizens may traffick freely, and make frequent and 


large Returns ; ſo that their Warchouſes as well as 
their Purſes will be well filled. in- a word, this Peace 
will every way enrich both City and :Country too 
In a little time. 7 g 

Then it follows — That there be nodecay,&c. This 
1s the third*and preſent benefit of Peace, that it puts 
aP<riod to all the-Calamities of War.” The Hebrew 
Imports, There will be no breaking ingor Carrying out, n0r 
cry in our ftreets; which with our old Tranſlanton may 
be thus Paraphraſed, viz. Thatin War we are daily 
alarm'd*with invation of our Country, and:taking 
of Cities; *we hear- of : multitudes that are either 
flaia or made Captives, whofe poor Widows and 


 fatherleſs Children, perhaps their aged and now ſuc# 


courleſs Parents fill our ſtreets. with wathng and mi- 

ferable complaints. This umverſal Peace (as it was 

deſcribed of old in the Roman Medals ) comes with 

a Torch and ſets fire to all the murdering Inſtru- 

ments of War, ſo that there 13:no decay or deſtru- 

tion of men; by invaſions or fieges, by battles R 
| Lan 
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Land: or fights at Sca: 'No- Priſoners forced into 
ſtrange Lands, barbarouſly uſed there, and: dearly 
bought from thence, to- their own or their friends 
ruine. -No, this 1s ( bleſſed be God ) all paſſed 
oyer, 'We ſhall hear no more of cheſe Complaints, 
and Oh what a mighty bleſſing 1s this! That there 
will be no more effuſton of Chriſtian Blood, no 
more robbing men of their lives,libertics and eſtates, 
but all men are quiet, ſafe and free, not one now 


will have any more reaſon to complain. - To ſum 


up all-in the farſt part of my Text. 
Happy are the people, 8c. That 1s, it muſt be con- 
felled, the People who are delivered from all theſe 


| -muſchiefs of a tedious and deſtructive War, and rez 
'/ ſtored toall the fore-mentioned bleſſings, by a wel- 
' comeand healing Peace, areas happy as this world 


can-make them; and this (bleſſed be God for proſ- 
pering. the Arms and Counſels of his Inſtrumear, 


; ourBcloyed and ever to be Honoured Soveraign ) 
' 1$nowour caſe. Wedo, and we may entertain our 
{elves this Day with this pleaſing, this delightful 


proſpect. There 1s a period put already to the 


dreadful evils of War, and we ſhall in a ſhort time 
poſſeſs all the deſirable effects of Peace, that is, en- 
creaſe of People, incouragement of Induſtry, revi- 


ving-of Trade by Sea and Land, plenty of the fruits 


| of che Earth, maltiplying our Stocks on the ground, 
| Improving of all ſorts of Arts and Sciences, and in a 


C = word 


Ver. XV: 
1ſt, Part, 


A Thauksgromg Sermou. 
word, Univerſal Proſpority, : and a:growing Wealth 
will:be. our Countries: happy: ot: The ingenious 
Romans" (inthe Medals'betore cited ): put a Cormuco: 
pia, ſtuffed wich all yaricty of: Graing Fruits and 
Flowers; into the left hand of the Figure which re- 


preſented Peace,” to ſhew ſhe was the Mother of Plen- 


ty, and cauſe of abundant encreaſe. The Jews 
when they would, in one word, with all: pcoſperity 
ro their Friend, faid Peace be to !you, a Salutation as 
kind as it was-cqtnprehenfive, including; tranquility 
of Mind, health of Body, long Life, Wealth and 


Honour, and cyery good thing. . And the Sacrifice 


of Gratitude they made to God for all, or any of 
theſe Earthly [Bleſſings was called a: Peace Offering ; 
which word alſo ſignified Feſtival. Cheer.(b), becauſe 
it was fo large asto afford God and the: Prieſt their 
ſhares; and the remainder furniſhed out a ſumptuaus 
Feaſt, : which- wasfollowed with ſolemn and: extra- 
ordinary Rejoycings.' Now 1t they :gaveſuch. ac- 
knowledgments for eyery. fingle Mercy. to cach pri- 
yate perſon,, What may God expect' from us this 
day, for granting us all the bleſſings of this World 
at once, and:giving them not: ta one or two Men or 
Families, ' bur to three whole Nations together. . So 
that every Man, - according tothe proportion of his 
intereſt, will have his full ſhare of chis. Univerſal 
Happineſs, And if every Man's Joy and: Praiſe. equal 
his Duty and lis Obligations; ſo many FER 

| | carts 


A Thanksgiving Sermon.  &og 
Heatwand Voices:nmfſt needs; fill every corner of 
tele Lands with Joud-and. laſting Hallclujah's. Bur 
there are ſome: peculiar conſiderations-in our cafe, 
which as: chey :very-much advance our felicity, ſo. 
they 'oughcitotune our joy and gratulations to the 
hipheſt Key ;-for:as a-violent and long cominuin; 
Stormy renders the ſweet and gentle Calm thar fol 
lows it. more acceptable,  asdark and tedious Night 
makes. 4he- Morning Light -more welcome; and 
finally, 'asaſeverc and nigulling Sicknels cauſes us 
toyalue the Health which ſucceeds it morc highly, 
(i) So our. having ſtrugled ſo many years ab Ne ©) guis (0s 
miſeries and difficulrics of. a laſting War, and aslong [7b [4018 
wanting che wiſhed for fruits of Peace, ſhould mc- 2 ws: 
thinks almoſt raviſhus with delight ac the return of #».:s. 
theſe fo often and ſo earneſtly deſired felicities. 
Eſpecially ſince they were alſo ſo ſuddenly and un- 
expectedly. rcftored ro us,. : that ſo wondrous a 
change was very lately: rather the object of our 
Deſires-chan of our Hopes., 'Tis' no wonder the. 
Enemies of this: Government who rejoyed at its 
inisfortunes, and expected to ſee its fall, ſhould fay 
of this Peace, as that unbelicving Lord did of Plenty TR 
16 Iſrael; If the Lord ſhould make VPindows in Heaven, Y:-\7 
might this thing be? (k) And ſome may be apt to 5 age »* TE 
think” they deferve with him-only.to hear of ic with * * 
their Ear, bur never-totaſt its delicious Fruus ;, bur 
L have ſo much charity to wiſh theirdiſappointments 

2. may 


< 
* 


10 
may convert them, ſo that we-may henceforth all 


(m) Ver. 
11. 
(3) Ver.12: 


A Thankggroing Sermon. 


rejoyce together; for we muſt confcſs ſome: who 
loved the Government, had fears ſometimes which 
almoſt equalled their confidence; but kind:Heaven 
having now exceeded the expectamons of all parties, 
ſuch unlook'dfor tavours ſhould make all that love 


their Native Country rejoyce exccedingly at fo ad- 


yantagious, ſo ſudden and ſurprizing a change. All 
whoare to have any parc in this univerſal Bledling, 
ought to be very thankful to God, and very grate- 
ful to the King, who under him made this Peace, 
and muſt be the Garrantee to maintain and continue 
it. 'Tis very obſeryable,that the two Verſes immedi- 
ately before thoſe rare deſcriptions of all theſe hap- 


- py cffects, are one of them a Thankſgiving for 


delivering David from the peril of the Sword (/) ; 
the other a Prayer, that God would fill preſerve 
him from ſuch Foes, as. now flattered him with falſe 
words, but they (till had hands of iniquity (mz), and 
then immediately follows, That oxr Sons, Ge. ( n ) 
which plainly intimates, that if we be now thus 
happy, we owe what we have at preſent, to Heavens 
protecting our King from the perils of War, and his 
Safety and long Life mult till be the ſubject of our 
Prayers, otherwiſe our Peace will ſcarce endure long 
enough to fill our Country with People, our Gra- 
narics with Corn, our Paſtures with Shcep and Oxcn, 
or our Purſes with Riches. A good Prince is » 

the 
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* dantOlives,what Triumphal Arches docs he deſerve? NE: 
E what: faichful Allegiance, what Aﬀection and Duty [nf 

| doth he merit from us, and all-chat live uader His - FE 1 1 
* happy and gentle Rule, for putting us all into ſo bleſ- er + 
” ſed a Condition. Onrother Tributes we may hope WES 4 
| will ſhortly ceaſe, but rhe Tribute of Love, Duty 20S 
| and Allegiance, muſt be always paid, and will be 18 4 
| cycrdue to him, VE Rk 


| of our Joy, which David owns to be ſo many, Wh 


A Thanksgiving \Sermon. IT | 
the Greek Name imports, The foundation of all the Wt | 


| publick. Bleſſings his people. enjoy (0). Our happineſs © 2 TE 


Av i. 


and his;Preſcrvation arc fo. viſibly -linck'd together, za r3 bt: 
that-we are bound as well by loye to our ſelyes, as by ©” TW 
gratitudeto Him, to. praiſe the Lord unanimouſly, 77-00 
that He efcaped | the dangers of, War, and to pray b 
molt ardently chat He may liye co cnjoy the beſltags we 
of that Peace which His Courage and Conduct | Rb; | 
hath procured, and doth defend : If we are,, or bl | 
hope to be happy Je Maintaindray is his Refolution 108 
and Motto both. What peaceful Crowns of Ver- | } 
+ Wa" 


And now I have done with the temporal cauſes **!! ar 


| and fo great,. that the people are really happy who m7 0 
| are inſuch @ caſe, and ſo ſome expound the word 77a, KS ioke\l 


| to be a confirmation of that firit aſſertion, that 1s,  FuÞ 
tis. true; I confeſs theſe circumſtances make a Wis ; 
| Nation happy. But conſidering the admirable piety Ai 
 of:the Royal-Penman, I chooſe to interpret this 41! 
Tea, as fignifying Tea rather bleſſed, Wc. for ſo this I, 


(4) Yarſ. 
"_ Pg- 


lygl. Bib. 


tranſcenden 
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God, &c. when he! gontinually and-xamarkably blef- 
ſes ns:as thoſe; -who:have a ncar jrehagon/to him... 
Andlam next to demonſttate.our.preate(t happineſs , 
Theſe: were the chictelt 


bes: in; theſe two Paints. - 1 
{clicitics of -Iſraeh and:Zadah under,the rezgn, of Daz 
vidshens and-are nowgur principal happineſs under 
our David, -they-had, and. we hayea i King,. 
a General :Peace ,' and wondrous hopes of Plenty : 
bur as theirs, fo 6ur main citle :ro be called bleiſ:d 
Br 19 2354" $2418 HL 2G OJ "4 Hike b: 262 
--Firſt,: Our freedom to-ow1 the Lord our God: by 


: ppg end practiſing his True Religion, this the 
a 


Z Royal. Pf; res” | q 
” word unto. Facob, his fatutes and bis. judgments. untg © © 
* Irael> He hath not dealt ſo with any nation, Sc. /(r) ©) ww 
Z And praiſed be Heaven 'tis our caſe alſo, and to con--19, zo. 


miſt declares' in his caſe, He ſbewed bis 


| vince you of this being our chicfelt felicity, conſider, 


s 
2! 
z 


| £:76 wete only Fleſhand.not Spirit, earthly bleſſings 
| apa: would: come: up- to; all ; che capacities. of 


our:nature 5 but we have immortal. Souls, which 
anno way be happy but by knowing, loving and 
frying the Lord as our only God ; now True Reli- 


| : gion alone makes us do. this aright, and therefore 
| that only contributes to. the {clicity of our better 
| part which never dies. Poor Heathens who know 
| not. the true-God, and worlhip a falſe one, and thoſe 
; | <rroneous Chriftians whoſe Workhip is-a daily Pro- 
 Yocation, be they never ſo proſperaus-1n this World, 
their 


l 


14 A Thanksgiving Sermon. 
cheir Souls are miſerably deluded here, and in dan: 
ger to be Toft 'for ever. 'Now our Saviour asks 
canh What is a man profited, 6cc.(s) or as St. Luke expreſſes 
(1Luke1x, it ==/ofe himſelf, &&c. (t) Alas, with our Souls we loſe 
the bcftpart, theonly laſting part of our ſelves, and 
with it all our capacities to enjoy any happineſs to 
all'eternity. So/that the True Religion which muſt 
fave our Souls, is the choiceſt bleſſing that any Per- 
fon or Nation can enjoy, toknow all that is revealed 
of God's Nature, to be inſtructed in all parts of his 
Will;and to be dire&ted'in the certain way to: ever- 
laſting Bliſs; this makes a People to be bleed indeed 
"Twas the ſaying of a pious Jew, $i dederis mihi onne 
© Auram & Argentim, non viverem, Oc. (z) When Saul 
firſt and then Abſolom, drove David away from God's 
Tabernacle, though he had Honours and Offices, 
eſpecially among the Philiſtines ; yer he bemoans his 
(») a Jot,that he was conſtrained to dwell with Meſeck(w); and 
though he dwelt as a Free-man in thoſe Tents of 
Ungodlineſs, yet the True Religion nor being pro- 
fcſled there, he envies the poor Korhites, the door keep. 
(=) Pſalm ers In the houſe of his Gcd (x), and wilhes to change 
RxX*V- his High Station under an Idolatrous Prince, for 
theirs. True Religion purges our Minds from Tg. 
norance and Error, our Lives from Immorality and 
Impiety, teaching us to deny wngodlineſs — and 10 live 
(y)7:t. x1. ſoberly, &c. (y ) 1t ſettles us inallour Doubts, com- 


191+ forts us in all our Troubles, and carries us —_— 
al 
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all Temptations ;] it makes our Converſation to be 
uſetul. ro. Men, ' and our Workhip pleaſing to God in 
this World,and fits us to-enjoy Him tn the next. If we 
add toxthis, the ſolid Delight and laſting Satisfacti- 
on; whichholy Souls find 1n reading, hearing and 
underſtanding. God's Word, in offering up daily 
Praiſes and Prayers to their Heavenly Father, what 
benctit they reap from pious and practical Sermons, 
what .' comfort and ſpiritual advantages they have 
by frequently,and deyoutly Communicating : Theſe 
certainly will be accounted by us (as they are 
eſteemed by all good Men ) the greateſt Bleſſings 
wecan enjoy. And fince the uſe of theſe withour 
| fear or interruption 1s ſecured to us by this' Peace, 
| this is one main ground of this Days Rejoycing , 
our Faith and Worſhip are ſafe by his Preſervation, 
who, under God, was alone able to defend them. 
Had God ſuffered Him to fall, and His Enemies to 
| prevail,the fate of our late neighbouring Proteſtants, 
is demonſtration, that we mult not have owned the 
Lord for our God at any lower Price, than the for- 
| feiture of our Eſtates and Liberties by Fines, Priſons 
and Baniſhment, and the lofs finally of our Lives 
| bythe urmoſt Torments and molt illegal Seyerities. 
We are delivered from Perſecution, as well as from 
War, by Him that 1s an equal Friead to our Religi- 
on. and our Liberties. And whoever doth not re- 

| D JOYCE 
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16 A Thankipiving Sermon. 
joyce at this, muſt either be of- no Religion at all, or 
would have been no Proteſtant, if Aﬀairs had had 
another iſſue, becauſe every man knows the Roma. 
niſts always Perſecute where they have Power ; and 
no man that believes. his own Religion to be the 
beſt, can wih Power in thoſe Hands, that would uſe 
all means to extirpate/it. So that while ſome mur- 
mur at the Lord's goodneſs to this Church, ſordid 
Worldlngs only repoyce at the Pleaſures and Profpe- 
rity they expect from the lately ratified Peace, [ 
would lead: you, as reformed Chriſtians, to the No- 
bler and more Spiritual Effects of ir, which have a 
juſter Title to your Joy and Gratitude z - we hayc 
indeed Temporal Mercies alſo, and as far as they 
reach they make* us happy ; but we ſhould conſider 
that our Moſt Religious Sovereign has hereby ſctled 
us and our Poſterity alſo (I hope) in the quiet pof 
fe(ſlion of our Rehgion by Scripture, as well as by Þ 
Law eftabliſked. Thejr Deſigns, and our Fears of Þ 
Perſecution are- vaniſhed; the Doors of: the Sanctu- © 
ary open; if ll Principles. or Sloth do. not, no- 


thing elſe can hinder- our enjoymeat- of all God's I 


Holy Ordinances adminittred in their urmoſt Puri- 
ty and Perfeftion ; we have, and ( bleſſed be God) | 
are like to have all the Means to make us Holy here, 
and Happy for ever hereafter. Another turn of | 


Afﬀairs might have ſer up Geds many and Lords | - 


many ; | 
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means ( fays Ab. Ezr. ) their Benefadtor (d). 
Infinite 1n/Power and:Goodnefs, and having a pecu- 


A T hanksgiving Sermon. 

many 5 but now we haye none but the Lord for our 
God, - Oar Dotrinesare True, our Worſhip, Hie- 
rarchy ' and Ceremonies Pure and Primitive, and 
every part of four Religion Sinccre and withouc 
Guile. We need not = the crafty ſlavery of 
auricular Confeflion, 'the coſtly cheat of purchaſed 
Abſolutions, the more open deluſions of feigned 
Miracles, forged. V1lions, or counterfeit Relicks, nor 
necd-we dread-the terrors of a barbarous Inquiſition, 
We arc: intirely ſafe from all theſe Evils and in poſ- 
ſcffion: of theſe belt of all good things ; and this 


Peace hath added to our aſſurance of all this; there- 


tore letus ſay This is the Lord's doing, 8c. (2). 

. - Setdndly, But this Phraſe of having. the Lord for our 
Gol,: takes 18 his owning us for his People by his 
conſtant Love and pecuhar Favours, as well. as our 
owning;him for our God by .@ true Faith, and right 
way of Worſbip. His'Govenant declares this, for it 
is-reciprocal — if he be 105 a God, we ſball be to him 
a people (a) ; when he ſaid,. be was Abraham's God, 
he adds, that he would be his exceeding great reward 


Z (4; :and\ Moſes, ſaith he, was to demonſtrate hinaſelt 
Thaet's God by being near unto them in all things that 
they called zpon. him for (c); and when he enforces 


his Laws, by ſaying, he was the Lord their God, he 


2 lar 


(z) Pſalm 
CXVIll. 
23, 24, 


(#) Heb, 
VIIL 10. 


(b) Gen. 
XV.1 


(c) Dent. 
IVY. 7. 


He IS (4) Com in 
Lev.XY1L 
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18 A Thanksgiving Sermon, = 
 larFavour to ſuch as rightly believe and ſerve him; 
the People who do fo, havea right to his extraors 
dinary Kindnefs, and ſpecial Protection ; the Hea- 
then Poer knew ſo much when he ſaid, | 


Jure wvenit cultes ad fibi- quiſq; Deos (e). 


He ſends the idolatrous Iſraelites, and may ſend the 
Chriſtians who pray: ro Saints and Angels, to go and 


(f 174%. cry to the Gods they have choſen { f). But in all our 


ro us. 


exigencies he will fignalize Iimſelf to be our God, 
and manifeſt us to be his People; the Peace and its 
Effects, are at this juncture very clear Indications 
of his particular regard co our Prayers and Needs; 
but theſe are the Streams and (ingle Branches : the 
ever fruitful Root, and never failing Spring, from 
whence we may always hope for freſh Mercies upon 
new Emergencies 1s, that- we have the Lord for our 
God. And that is the principal cauſe of our Joy, 
which I will make out by this Methed, as to the 
_ very Peace we now enjoy, "2 
ft. By ſhewing God was the Original Author of 
it. 2dly, He alone can make it Laſting. 3dly. He 
' only can fanctifie it, and make it a real Bleſſing 
1/:. Our Happineſs principally, . at this time, lies 
in having the Lord for our God, © 
| 1M 


es AFhankggiving Sermon, _- RE 
him"we could'' not have attained” 'to the Bleflingsof uf i: 


( by his Coridut” and Example) a {valiant and da; 
ring Army, yetour Encrales were. at leaſt equal to 
usin Policy, Strength” and Number; the Ballance 
long hung even, our Hopes and Fears were equally 
poiſed,” and while borh Parcies remained obſtinate, 
none. could foreſee the end of 'this Bloody Contelt. 
But all of a ſudden 9%; i= wwi;, a ſecret and:ama- 
- zing Providence of his, who hath: che. hearts of - 

Kings in his hands, diſpoſed our late Poteat Adver- 

fary to make Overtures, and inclined our Invincible 

Sovercign to accept a Treaty, which is now ended 1 
by an amicable Accommodation,and a joyful Peace, WES 3 
Now all that ſee this, mult ſay, This hath God done (i). cm bd. & 
He'governs not only the World, but thoſe that © Re 
Rule it; and if Princes conſult for War: when he 


Peace;” tis” he alone'm1hes war wo mall the "T5508 
World (g); 'tishe gives'(trength and- power, Oc. #7 159Þ 
he gives his People the bleſſing: of Peace (b) 3 we wm Et: 
had, tis true,'a prudeat and refolute:Prince, and PEI "FOR 7 

WEL Yes | 
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reſolves on Peace, he caſts our their Counſels : for he 748" 
contrives the coherence of Cauſes, and not only fore- be 
ſees, but aſſigns all Events. - He was our own God, ANT 
and was unwilling we ſhould be worſted by a War, " UE 
into which our Zeal for his Religion, . and the Laws . fe £ 
thati'defended it had engaged us, and therefore he NE 
reſolved to give.ita happy concluſion, which he has 14048 
wy now | : gl 

| FAT 

{ 


now don&'to all our facisfaftion.' - Sormewi let out 
- their brave: Exploits by Sea and Land, | others-extol 
"their politick Advices z; ſome will number 'one 
Troops and Regiments, and ſet off our Force and 


; (k) Pſalm 


| XX, 7. 


(!) Lam- 
prid. in 
Vit. Sever, 


FX 


Advantages; but we will remember the Nams- of the 
Lard ozr God (k).; To himwill we-pray if ever we 
be in hke diſtreſs, in him. alone will-we rejayce this 
Day, our Praiſes ſhall firſt be preſented ro him. Se- 
verus that excellent Heathen Emperoratfter a V i&tos 
ry, ordered the Senate to.deeree: ſoletan Adorations 
to the Gods, leſt he naught | feem ungratstul to 
them.( 7); whoſe Example.oue gracious King, hath 
followed, He himſelf givesall the glory to Heaven, 
and. requires us to do io alſo;,, Naw: tho' worldly 
men admire Riches.and Trade, abundant Plenty and 
undiſturbed. Pleaſures ( the confequences of-Peace) 


astheir chuet, yea only happineſs; . yet! they ſhould 


/ remember God .is\the. fountain; and giver of theſe 
Bleſſings alfos if their concern far Spiritual Mercics 


(») Nie. 

Cauſſin. 
hift.par.V1. 
b. 5.6 37» 


do:nor, yet.even: tlicir fatigfaction in dhoſe . chad are 


Temporal ſhould cngage thenxto praiſe the, God of 


Peace. | Fhe Romans had: a Feaſt walled Fortinalia, 


whereinall: whowdrank of, any Stream were abliged 


tO) £0 wp co the' Fountain Head and crown it with 


Garlands (2). © Lev all who are refreſhed with the 
happy: fects of this Peace, do God the ſame yuttice, 
and then they alſo! mult give him: all che glory, for 

a _ 


Thai Sm —@ 21 
we: had never.ſcen .this wonderful agcommodation . 
if he had not brought jcaboyt;; ahd thergforc our | 
felicicy.conſilts not ſo much. in the Effects; as the. 


. not in Peace or Plenty, þut- in having. him : 
ir God, who now hath-given' as bath, .and- 
can. doas.much on a fteſh occaſion, if his own Peo- 
fe necd its | | JE | 
-. dly. Our chict happineſs muſt lie in having. the - 
Lordfor our God, becauſe he: only can make our - 
uable. . There muſt be forme time-to heal and cloſe - 
webe Wounds this hngring yet devouring 'War 
ath made; our Granaries:and. Warchouſes cannot - 
willed, our Grounds: fully . ſtocked , nor. the . 
decays af Mankind repaired on a ſudden; and the 
fameGod who made our Peace, he. alone can make - 
Weantiauc long enough tobe.a real Bleſſing. Our - 
cucumſtances. now lagk yery fair, we have got a . 

gh: King for ournew- Ally, and ſtill preſerve our .. 
6 5 Ni : but the Palmiſt cautions us, zot + 
te put our truſt in Princes (n), whoſe Perſons are mor- () 274m 
taland their Minds may change, therefore the: Pros HE» - 
phetnates, We'can truſt in none but. the Lord for ever 
axdcever(o); and St. Zames gives the reaſon, bet auſe « © 4 - 


* 


with, him is 10. variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning (p), @ Jan« . 
j . I, 17. _ 

Nothing could fpring up more opportunely, or 

be. more: welcome than onab's Gourd, and the 


weary . 


PS 5 


22 . MA 'Thunkggiving Servon. 
weary Prophet expected many thys:refreſhment un- 
der its pleaſing ſhade 3 but' 1h one: Nwzhe [ t-decret 


X. 22» 


Worm nipt it and' his hopes' together, 'andblefe hin 


the more uneaſic becauſe of :hisunlook'd for; 


pointment. The ſum 1s; in' oz. proſperity. we-: 


t0 ſay, we ſhall never be moved ; yet if. God: hide aw 
Cp fem bis face we ſhall be troubled (q). His favour is as ne 
*" ceſlary to keep, as it was to make us wholc. '' Be- 

ſides, if we grant, the cffe&ts of Peace are ſuch as 


, 
q Pp -. of 


Bodics,and the fruits of:our'Cattle-and our Ground, - 
or there will be no increaſe of mankind, nor.glenty 
of any other good things: Plagues and Epidemmteal 
Diſcaſes may cut off as many Lives in Peace, as the 


Peace alone, but God's bleſſirig produces: thaigyy 
&-) »r5v. fects, tis that (as Solomon notes ). maketh us rith(ay 
He muſt bleſs the labours-of the Countryman, and 
the induſtry of the ' Merchant” the fruits of ay 


may. make a People extreamly happy, :bur./cis got 


. 
. 
" 


Sword deſtroyed in Battel: Drought, Deluge or 
Murrain by Land, may in quiet, times make. the 


Country as poor, as Plunder and Rapine ; Storms 
and Tempeſts, Rocks and Shelves at Sea, may undo 
our Traders as well as Pirates. Now God only can 
 . permit or reſtrain theſe evils, ſo. that we owe' our. 


| Proſperity 20. his being ozr God, and not to any thing 
elſe; wherefore' we: mult (till labour :to-continue in 


his Love, or elſc our Happineſs will ſoon! be 


at an . 


end, 


£778 


% 
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AThanksgiving' Sermon. 

end. 'we muſt by firmly adhering .to- his True Reli- 
gion and' all acts of Piety and- Vertue bring him 
into 'the League, otherwiſe either it will .not hold 
long, or 1f it do; it can do us no good. LIhaveread 
in the German Hiſtories of a pious Biſhop of Mags 
deburgh who was threatned with a War by a Potenc 
Neighbour Prince, lately his Confederate, and an- 
ſwered the Meſſenger, That his Maſter might do his 
pleaſure, he would ſay his Prayers to God, and take 
care of his Church : Upon notice whereof his Adver- 
fary gave over his Warlke Preparations, and. ſaid, 
He would not fight againſt one who had maile a League 
rith Heaven, And 1o long as the Celeſtial King is 
our Friend, either we {hull have no Foes, or they 
cannot hurt us; fo that even now we enjoy Peace ; 
that which mult make chat Continue, and us Bleſſed 
is, that we have the Lord for our God. | 

" 3dhy, Laſtly, This is furcher apparent from hence, 
that if our Peace be durable, it 1sno Bleſſing to us, uns 
leſs God ſanEtifie the Proſperity that uſually attends 


23 


it. For that plenty of all kinds, which we call the - 


flicity of peaceful times, by vicious and ungrate- 
ful Men, 1s apt to be abuſed to Pride and Luxury, 
Rioting, Wantonneſs and all ſorts of Exceſs, and 
theſe let in floods of Miſchiefts, Sedition and Muti- 
nies, Suits and Quarrels, Diſeaſes and ſundry kinds 
of untimely Death; ſo that, Sarisburienſes affirms, 

Pleaſares 
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2.4. A Thankygtving Sermon, 
Phaſares kill as many in Peace, as Battels. deſtroy. in 

2) 8b. [War (s); and Solomon had long before obſerved, 
6.16. That the turning away, ( Quies inſipientium, as Junius 
| reads it ) ſhall ſlay them, and the proſperity of, Fools 
&) Prev. ſhall deſtroy then (t).' When men are. deſerted by 
3 the Grace of God ina plentiful Fortune, they bring 
David's Prophetick Curſe upon themſelves, Their 

C«) rſan (' well-ſpred')- Table becomes a Snare, &c. (a) and thus 
by annoaccountable Folly, that which was intend- 
ed: to make them Happy, becomes their Miſery, 

and proves an-occafion to -ruin their Bodies and 

Souls alſo. Which hath ſo anciently and common- 

ly been obſerved to be the effect of a ſpreading 
Plenty and univerſal Luxury, that Xerxes difarmed 

the conquered Babylonians,and enjoyn'd them ta give 
themfelves wholly to Feaſting, Drinking, Dancing and 
wanton Dalliance. Which was the ſame way that 

che cruel Phalaris took to puniſh the Citizens of Le: 
ontium ; and the: only penalty Cyrus impoſed upon 

the diflolute Lydians, when he had been highly pro- 

£2) 4.4 yoked by them (wp). Yet this 1s the Happineſs that 
41:13. Vain and carnal Men ſo vchemeatly wiſh for, and hug 
#7% themſelves mightily upon. its near approaches; but 
unleſs the Grace of God farit reform them, this Bleſ- 
ſing will be a Curſe, their Corrupt: Stomachs will 
turn this wholfom Nouriſhment ro Poyfon, and fo 
we may read the Text with che Syriac yerſ1on, Y/hat! 
| are 


ve prophe happy who are in ſuch a Caſe? No, not an- 
leſs they ' have; &c. It our Peace and Plenty make us 
moredeyourt toward God, more obedient. ro our 
Governors, more diligent in our Callings, more juſt 
in our Dealings, and more. charitable to the Poor ; 
if when we get, we give more to works of Piety and 
Mercy; niſing temperate and fic for our Deyotion 
from our well-furniſhed Tables, and giving him 
olory for all we enjoy; then, and only then Peace is 
a Bleſſing to us: And nothing buc Religion and the 
fear of God can teach us thus to manage it to our 
true advantage: The Latin Poet obſerves, the Ro- 
mans were virtuous while VV ar pinched and preſſed them, 
but were grown extreamly vicious by a long Peace, 


—jam ſevior Armis 
Laxuria incubuit— 


And 'twill be our caſe, if our aþundance makes us 
forget the Lord our God who gave it ; Luxury will 
lie heavier on us than ever War did ; Debauchery 
kill morethan the Campagns ; and our Lufſts lay far 
heavier Taxes than ever our Armies did: But with 
this woful difference, ſuch as died inthe Field, wenr 
off honourable, and 'tis to be hoped they are hap= 
py, becauſe they ſacrificed their lives to the ſafety of 
their Religion and their Country ; bur the Martyrs 
of Venus and Bacchus make an infamous end, and 
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A Thanksgiving . Sermon, 
tis to be feared go off with ſo: much guilt as will 
ruin their Souls hereafter. '''The Charge of the War 
was pious and neceflary: ; . wepurchaſed' with it the 
fafcty of our Government, our Church and- State, 
our Laws and Liberties ;-but theſe Expences are vain 
and needleſs, yea impious and deſtructive both to 
Soul and Body: Since then Peace 1t-ſe]t- makes a 
wicked People more miſerable, and the ſanEtified uſe 
of Plenty doth only make it a Blefling, we may con- 
clude our principal Happineſs lies not in temporal 
Profperity, 'btit in having the Lord, Wc. vr" 

"Tis time now to conclude by applying the whole 
to the Joy of this Day ;- and the fir{t part of the 
T< xt ſhews us the- ground of the ſecond, the man- 
ner and meaſure of. our preſent rejoycing. 

1. Weare the People, which by Gods Þlefling on 
_— of our Moſt Renowned King are, or 
ſhortly ſhall be 1n this happy caſe. Peace and tempo- 
ral Felicity uſually: go together, and rejoycing 1s 1n- 


ſeparable from happineſs: For joy 1s defined to be 
a pleaſing apprehenſion, that we have, or are like to have 


all things 'that are convenient. So:that we muſt ci- 


ther be infenſible, or even Nature will oblige us to 


be joytul; ro be othervife upon ſoquſt and folemn 
Occaſion would be impiety to God, ,;ngratitude to 
our Gracious Soveraign, and incxcuſable malevo- 
lence co our Native. Country ;. it would argue we 
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A Thankegiving $ ermon. 27 
were uncharitable to our Neighbours, and deſpiſed 
the benefits done to our ſelves. The imiſeries of War 


| arcall gane,or going off;che ble(ſi1gs of Peace are all 
| returning tous: Our beloved Deliverer is come back 
| with:Safety and Honour, and ſhail we not make this 
| aJoytul Day ? He hath made ail Europe to rejoyce, 
- and.ſhall any -bz fullen here , where our Govern- 
| ment and Religion are both ſecured, where we have 
| by manifeſt experience found the Lord tobe our Ged ? 
| Webchold the belt of Princes acknowledged by his 
| Jate. obſtinate Foes to be our King, and .our felves 
| under, him like to be the happieſt Nation 1n the Uni= 
| verſe ; doubtleſs therefore we ſhall all this day ex- 


preſs our ſatisfaction, by all the innocent -ways we 


can deviſe. But need not excite the willing, this 

| Auditory hath given ſuch demonſtrations of their 

| Aﬀection for their Religion, their Loyalty to His 

| Moſt Excellent Majeſty, and their Concern for the 

| Welfare of this Kingdom, that 1 know there will be... 
| here a. joy as great, as 1n any parc of this Land. 


Wherefore I will ſpend che tew moments remain= Uſe 2. - 


ing to exhort you to conlider, that Almighty God 


was the Author, and mutt be che Conſeryator of 
this happy Peace, and therefore we mult rejoyce like . 
Chriſtians, cur joy maſt be in the Lord; 1t1sto becon- 
ducted by the Rules of his Word, and tend to the 
Glory of his Name. As Chriſtians we firſt meer at 

_ God's 


= 


TSF. 1209 ! 
3 ; > 
LE, 
T0 F 
"$45. FB&) 
; 5 2: - « " 4 7 
SI 14.2 17 
WS. 2 
==. Ft 
#- "6; 5 
1 Wi 
VIE £ F of F j 25 
- 36255" 08; 
ir it i ' oY 
'% We }; F 
5 16- f EF 
; 9-1 |, YH W . 
FOUL or 1.83 
$445 $EWE 
& £ F844 p17 
=) ! © £3 2 
$54 AE £64 "2 
&. : ©" ogy? | 
v5 : 
41 1- 
+ 


28 
God's Houſe; we begin our Joy with his Praiſe, and 
our care mult be when we go from hence, that hc 
whom wenow publickly adore, we do not then 0- 
p:nly diſhonour, and that our Afternoons Exceſs be 
not a ſcandal to the Deyotions of a well ſpent Morn- 


{ x) Tert, 
Apol. p.28. 


(9) Ambr. 
ac Elie, 
Jejun, c. 1+ 
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ing. Tertzlliandeſcribes, and complains of the Pa- 
gans for keeping Ceſars Birth-day — Sa as to give the 
whole City the Face and ſcent of one great Tavern (| tran- 
ſlate his own words ) filling it with all ſorts of lewd. 
neſs and debauchery — Do ye ( ſaith he ) thus expreſ 
your publick Foy, by publick, Scandals ? Doth that be- 
come Cxſar's Solemn Day, which would be a ſhame 1 
any Common Day? At this rate the pretence of Loyaly 
would be a licenſe for evil Manners, and your Religim 
excuſe your VVickedneſs. By theſe meaſures ('tis true) 
Chriſtians would be the only bad Subjects, who 
alone rejoyce and with well to Caſar chaſtly and fo- 
berly (x). Ir had been happy if theſe Cuſtoms had 
never gone out of the Heathen World : But within 
one Age or two St. Ambroſe blames ſome Chriſtians 
who accuſed their Brethren -of Diſloyalty, unleſs the 
would be intemperate in t09 often pledging the Emperors 
health, as if (faith he) they thought Drinking a Sac 
fice( y). ' St. Salvian likewiſe charges many 1n this 
Ape, that they could not laugh without ſin, nor rejoyce 
without madneſs. To whom he thus ſpeaks, — /er u 


be as merry as we pleaſe, ſo it be innocently, —ior _ 
| | yo! 
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yoid of all ſenſe and picty roo, who thinks his joy of " 


| God(z). The Lord hath this Day pleaſed us,and ſhall 


( 
Gub. I. 6. p 


et 


rg? 


| knowledged hiskindneſs?TheP/almiſt tells us,ir becomes 
* well the righteous (and none elfc) ro give thanks (a). Fm . 
And: Sr. Auguſtin affirms, VVe had better forbear bleſſing #8 


* ther in Chriſtian joy, and expceſs it by fiacere Dez 
| votign and ſteddy Loyalty, 1f wehave any thingto 
| ſpare, let us remember, that which 1s ſuperfluous 
| would help che Poor, but may hurt us: And as Pro 
| clus faith *B13 ti nwirey 03s, Let us do (after the Jews 
| cxample in their Purim) make it a day of Feaſting an1 


| Foy, of ſending Portions to one another, and Gifts to We 


the Poor (c). Such Charity will make the Joy as ge- 9a: 
neral as the Bleſſing ; and by it we ſecure the praiſes (941% 
of-the Poor to the Publick, and engage them alſo tro” 


pray for us. Yea, we ſhall by this Holy Joy and. bi 


Bounty declare, we have the Lord for our God, who 
made the Peace for us, and only can continue and 


fanCtifie it to us, and then it may be ſaid truly of us, 8. 
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no value, if it be not attended with affronts co his oF 
x) Sal. at | "6 "ik & 


E wediſpleaſe him ſo ſoon after we hive folemaly ac- 20c. 1-868 
F 


| God, and do well, than pretend to praiſe him, and commit tl: 
+; . 4 hh 
| fn(b). Let us therefore itrivs to exceed one ano- © 44. {7 
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Books lately Printed for Robert Clavell, i 
the Sign of the Peacock at the Weſt-end if 
S. Paul's Church-yard. 


Eſſex; lately eſtabliſhed by the Biſhop of Loxdon: In vindi. 

cation of the Antiquity of the Do&rine of the Church of 
England. By William Bramſton, late fellow of Queens Colledge in Cam 
bridge, and Re&tor of Woodhamwater in Eſex. Publiſhed at the Re 
queſt of the Auditory. 39 VOUERR, Es i143 

A Diſcourſe on the Offices for the 5th of November, 3oth of 7a 
nmuary, 29th of May. By Thomas Comber, D.D, Dean of Durham. 

The Church Hiſtory. clear?d from the'Roman Forgeries and Cor- 
ruptions found in the Councils and Baronius, In four Parts. From 
the beginning of Chriſtianity, to the End of the Fifth General Coun- 
Cil, 553: By Thomas Comber, D. D. Dean of Durham. 

The Pantheon, ' repreſenting the Fabulous Hiſtories of the Heathen 
Gods, and moſt Iluſtrious Hero's , ina ſhort and familiar Method,by 
way of Dialogue. Written by Francis Pomey of the Society of Jeſu, 
Author of the French and Latin Ditionary, for the-uſe of the Dau- 
phin. The Second Edition, wherein the whole Tranſlation is reviſed, 
and much amended; and the whole is Illuftrated and Adorned with 
Etegant Copper Cuts of the ſeveral Deities, for the Uſe of Schools. 

An Hiſtorical Vindication of the Divine Right of Tithes, from Scri- 
pture, Reaſon, and the Opinion and- Practice of Fews, Gentiles and 
Chriſtians in all Ages ; deſigned to ſupply the Omiſſions, anſwer the | 
ObjeRions, and reQifie the Miſtakes of Mr. Seldens Hiſtory of Tithes 
To which is added a Difcourſe concerning Excommunication. By 


Themas Comber, D. D. Dean of Durham. 


| 1 . Sermon Preached at the op2ning of the Lefure at Maldon in 
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